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John 4:5-42 
 
It is Lent. 
    Our Church is stark. 
        Plants and flowers are replaced by barren landscape. 
  Green vestments are replaced by penitential purple. 
We are in this Lent, as in all others, reminded of the cross. 
   We are led this lent, as we are all others, from the desert to the cross. 
     And so on Good Friday we will hear again Jesus on the cross saying, 
         My God my God why have you abandoned me. 
    We’ll hear Jesus on the cross saying “Father forgive them for … not what they do. 
   We’ll hear Jesus on the cross saying, Father into your hands…. 
  We’ll hear Jesus on the cross saying, I thirst.        
   
I thirst…. 
  Lent is a time of thirsting…a time of fasting. 
      We fast during this season, so that we can celebrate Easter with greater joy. 
          We thirst now, so that later we can drink of living waters. 
 
We live in a world that is hungry and thirsting –  
    People thirsting for fulfillment, satisfaction, understanding.  
We live in a world that is searching but coming back unfilled.  
 
Like the Samaritan woman, who goes to the well to quench her thirst, 
    we too go to the many wells of the world looking for refreshment 
       only to find that our buckets are not overflowing but empty.  
 
We look to food, finances and friends and we end up wanting.  
   We look to popularity, possessions, and politics and yet we find no contentment.  
       We look to the church, our careers, and our children and yet we still thirst.  
We try clubs and organizations; we play sports and eat at fine restaurants, 
     and still we find no real joy.  
And so we go to the health club, the hobby shop and the horoscope page  
     only to end up wanting more.  
We look to electronic devices, entertainment industries  
   and educational institutions to complete us but find that they are inadequate.  
Like Mick Jagger we end up thinking…I can’t get no satisfaction.  
 
 



But my friends, the message from our gospel today is clear.  
    No person has sunk so low,  
         no individual is so lost or so broken or so despised or so lonely or so thirsty  
             that Jesus cannot and will not provide not only sustenance  
                but more than that…an abundance of life.  
 

You see, Jesus provides a quenching that no water can provide.  
    He satisfies longings and desires that no possessions can fulfill.  
When the world is searching for that thing that will satisfy 
     Jesus says, “those who drink of what I have to give will never be thirsty again.”  
 

We can search and search for meaning and purpose  
   but we will always come back wanting unless we enter into a personal relationship 
       with the living God who provides the living water.  
 

The great theologian Saint Augustine said it best when he said,  
    “My heart is restless till it finds rest in Thee.”  
Victor Frankl, the Austrian psychologist wrote,  
    “Each of us has a God-shaped hole in our hearts  
         that only a personal relationship with God can fill.” 
 
Like the Samaritan woman, we cry out,  
    Sir, give me that water so that I will never thirst again. 
 

And Jesus reminds her and he reminds us, I am the water… 
    know me and you will never thirst again 
        be in relationship with me and you will have your fill. 
 

2000 Lents have come and gone. 
   We still hunger. 
2000 Lents have come and gone. 
   We still thirst. 
2000 Lents have come and gone. 
   We still have wars, and hatred and violence. 
 

What are we to do? 
 

We are to follow the example of the Samaritan woman. 
    We are to enter into dialogue, prayer if you will, with Jesus. 
But the Samaritan woman didn’t stop there, 
   She also entered into dialogue with her family, friends and townsfolk. 
       She told them of this special man, who told her everything about herself. 
 
And perhaps that is the message for us today. 



 
If we know Jesus, 
   If we are in relationship with Jesus, 
     That’s great, and it is as it should be. 
But to really quench our thirst, that relationship with Jesus should lead us 
    into communion, into relationship with others. 
 
In other words, we also need to be vessels of that living water. 
   We need to share who we are and what God has done for us to quench our thirst. 
 
The Samaritan woman met Jesus  
     and she became a living vessel of water to those in her town. 
Would the people in this town see in you a living vessel of life in Christ Jesus? 
 


